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have fallen to the lot of the Orthodox clergy. Thus the aged Archpriest Basil
Grechaninov met his death at the hands of the vile murderers. While reading
a prayer for the dead in the municipal cemetery, he was hit by an enemy bullet.
A nun, Natalia Obolenskaya, was also hit by a bullet at 7 a.m. at the door of
her house which she was just leaving. The respected choirmaster of the St.
George's Church, Nicholas Nicholaevich, walking home after vespers at 5 p.m.,
dropped dead a few steps from his house, at the hands of the bloody usurpers."
Priest Loskutov only escaped shooting because he succeeded in hiding before
it was too late. "Alexander Rogozhin, my psalmist, with his son Nicholas,
were taken away into captivity," writes priest Loskutov.
The German occupiers not only profaned our sacred things, they also looted
our churches. The churches in Rovki, Plavsky district, Tula region, at Yarly-
kovo, Dzerzhinsky district, Smolensk region, were looted and the priests in
charge of these churches have told me about it.
"Two days before their retreat, the Germans broke the locks of the church,
got inside and stole everything. They took away the altar-cloth, two pictorial
crosses, the paten, the chalice. In brief, they stole all the necessary utensils of
divine service. They smashed the marble altar. I am 62 years old. And
in all my life I have never met such contempt of the church and its sacred things,
its priests and faithful," reported priest Loskutov.
Feeling hatred for the Orthodox Church, the German fascists robbed its
clergy.
Here is what Alexander Anokhin, Archpriest of Kaluga, says:
"Finding myself in the Novo-Duginsky district, Smolensk region, I came
across some German soldiers on my way to Kaluga. When asked whether I
was not a Russian soldier, I explained to them that I was a priest. They wrenched
my mittens from my hands, as well as my warm jacket; all I had left to eat was
sugar, and they snatched that too."
"Personally I was more than once robbed by the Germans on my way to
church," Archpriest Solovev told me.
"I hid from the Germans. Not finding me, the Germans set ike to my
house and ransacked my belongings," said priest'Loskutov.
'The German torturers have done me cruel harm. They have taken my
felt boots off my feet, grabbed rny linen and my clothes, and they have also
taken 500 roubles and my personal papers and documents," Abbot Martyrius
told me.
Neither did the German occupiers leave the believing in peace.
"Learning that I was a nun, German soldiers broke into my house, ransacked
my belongings, and set fire to the house," nun Kharlomova told rue.
"Simultaneously my parishioners were subjected to robbery. My landlady,
Anna Mikhailovna Sokhronova, was robbed of her flour, her rye, and her hay,
and they also took her last loaf of bread which had just left the oven. They
stole all the sheep, poultry, butter, and took everything out of the chests. Citizen
Usacheva, aged 67, was robbed of her cows sheep and sucking-pig. They
burned down the houses of and robbed the widow Leonova. The citizens in
their anger are cursing the Germans," said Abbot Martyrius Grishin.
From the first days of the occupation of Kaluga, the Germans began to pull
people's wedding-rings from their fingers and take the ornamentations from the
ikons. The Germans knew that wedding-rings were of gold, and the orna-
mentations are also made of precious metal.
"What first rankled the religious patriotic sentiment of the faithful citizen